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not applied; and the Christian mountaineers of Herzegovina, sup-
ported by their neighbours in Montenegro, finally revolted; * an
army had to be sent to subdue them (1860-61).

The governments of Europe officially expressed their regret
that the Ottoman Empire " was not proceeding to a gradual and
sustained application of reforms " (1859), and Russia proposed an
investigation into the condition of the Christians. But their at-
tention was either distracted by Italian affairs or absorbed by the
massacre of Christians in Libanus. In 1861 Abdul-Medjid died,
and the new Sultan, Abdul-Aziz, left the government to Fuad
and Ali, two favourites, acknowledged reformers. Theif sway,
however, was at times interrupted. (It was said that once he
offered the government to a dancing dervish.)

The leading reform was an attempt to kee^jp the promise made
in 1856 by separating justice from the general administration
(1864), In each of the administrative subdivisions, vilayet (gov-
ernment), sandjak (department), kasa (district), a tribunal and
council of notables were established, naturally composed chiefly
of Mussulmans, for the lists were prepared by Mussulmans.

In Crete, where the population is mainly Greek and Christian,
and partly composed of armed mountaineers, the discontent took
the form of a general insurrection (there had already been one in
1841). The Greek patriots in the Kingdom of Greece laboured
to bring back Crete into the Hellenic union. A Cretan com-
mittee established at Athens kept in touch with the people of the
island. In 1866 the Christians formed a committee, which pre-
sented a petition to the Sultan, denouncing the abuse of power
by the governors and Mussulmans, and claiming personal and
property rights. The government refused to do them justice,
and the whole Christian population rose in revolt (May, 1866).
The general assembly of Cretans decreed Ottoman rule abolished
and Crete " united indissolubly to her mother, Greece " (Sep-
tember). The insurgents occupied the whole island, except the
strongholds in the north, where the Mussulmans had taken
icfuge. Arms and volunteers came from Greece to aid them, but
the European powers, whose help they asked, refused to inter-

* The petition sent by the Christians to the European consuls at Mostar
shows their usual grievances: "We want permission to build churches, to
place bells in them and ring them, we want a bishop of our own race to
direct our religious affairs, we want schools, we want to have taxes estab-
lished in a fixed sum for each house, and we do not want to have Zaptiehs
(gendarmes) lodged in our houses/'